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was identified with many another project of Reform,
with Reform schemes launched by him in later days,
and carried to success by him or by others who
acted on his inspiration. But he spoke the words of
plain common sense when he said that the Govern-
ment of Lord Grey believed they had done their
work for the time in carrying- their Reform Bill and
were free, if they thought well, to stand aside and
leave future work to future hands.

The'close of the great debates on the Reform Bill
may be regarded also as, in one sense, the close of
a great career. Here Charles, Earl Grey, to quote
the words of Carlyle applied to Mirabeau, "drops
from the tissue of our history, not without a tragic
farewell/' Lord Grey had a special work appointed
for him to do ; and he did it, patiently, perseveringly,
and with success. From the distant days when he
had presented the petition of "the friends of the
people " to the House of Commons, from those days,
and indeed from days long before, Lord Grey had
been a steady and devoted friend of Reform. He had
followed the guidance of Fox, although he had little
of Fox's enthusiasm or of that gleam of the poetic
and the romantic which inspired so much of Fox's
eloquence. Lord Grey was by descent, by position,
and by temperament, an aristocrat of the aristocrats;
and it would not have been under ordinary circum-
stances natural for him to concern himself much
about securing the franchise for a class of men
with whom in most cases he could have little or
nothing in common. A political rival of Mirabeau
once said that Mirabeau owed much of his success